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Prof. Dr. Babak Karimi
Tehran — 1969
Chemist

Babak Karimi was born on April 3, 1969, into a family of Bakhtiari—Khalaj origin in
Tehran. In September 1974, at the age of five—and having already learned to
read under his father’s guidance during early childhood—he began and
completed his primary education at Azadegan Elementary School, part of the
Pirayeh Danesh Educational Group. He then attended Ahmadieh Middle School,
affiliated with the Kamal Educational Group in Tehran, starting in 1979 and
finishing in 1982.

He completed his secondary education at Hamzeh High School and, after
receiving his diploma in 1986, was admitted to the University of Shiraz in 1987 to
study pure chemistry.

His academic journey was significantly shaped by his interaction with a
distinguished group of influential professors, including Prof. Habibollah
Firouzabadi, the late Prof. Ali-Akbar Moshfegh, the late Prof. Ahmad Bani-
Hashemi, the late Prof. Mehdi Rashidi, Prof. Naser Iranpour, Prof. Afsaneh Safavi,
and many others, whose guidance opened an entirely new path in his professional
life.



He completed his bachelor’s degree at the University of Shiraz and earned his
master’s degree at the University of Mazandaran under the supervision of Prof.
Farjallah Mehnnazadeh and Prof. Mahmoud Tajbakhsh, graduating in 1995.

This informative period motivated him to pursue doctoral studies, leading him
back to Prof. Firouzabadi’s research group in Shiraz, where he completed his PhD
between 1995 and 1998.

In early 1998, just before completing his doctoral program, he was invited—upon

at the request of Prof. Yousef Sobouti—to join the Institute for Advanced Studies

in Basic Sciences (IASBS) in Zanjan.

Prof. Babak Karimi has been a faculty member at IASBS and served as President of
the university from 2016 to 2024.

He has supervised more than 90 master’s students and over 30 PhD graduates in
the field of mesoporous materials—many of whom have become highly successful
in their careers. He has also discovered and introduced more than 40 new
mesoporous compounds, significantly contributing to the scientific standing of
Iran.

Among Prof. Karimi’s major distinctions are: receiving the lifetime Alexander von
Humboldt Research Fellowship from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation,
Germany, since 2004; earning first place in the Arshia Azad’s Research Awards by
the Iranian Chemical Society and the First Kharazmi Youth Festival in 199A; and
being recognized as an internationally distinguished scientist based on his
inclusion among the world’s highly cited researchers by the Institute for Scientific
Information (ISI) since 2006. He was also named Outstanding Researcher of IASBS
in September 2002 and Outstanding Researcher of the Ministry of Science,
Research and Technology in September 2003, ranking first in both.

In July 2004, he received his first Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship, and since
November 2006 he has been listed as an 1% ISI scientist in the ISI Web of Science
database. His recognition as a Distinguished Scientist of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) member states by COMSTECH since 2008 marks
another significant honor in his academic career.

In March 2012, coinciding with the International Year of Chemistry, he was named
the Distinguished Chemist of 2011 by the Iranian Chemical Society. He received a



second Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship in July 2010, and in February 2018 he
earned first place in the prestigious Khwarizmi International Award.

In 2021, Prof. Karimi received the highly esteemed George Forster Research
Award from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Germany. In 2025, he was
honored as Iran’s National Distinguished Professor by the Ministry of Science,
Research and Technology.

He has also been a member of the Chemistry Division of the Academy of Sciences
of the Islamic Republic of Iran (IAS) since 2014



